far she impressed Spender must be inferred from subsequent events,
but it seems clear that the frequency of his business journeys from
Hull to London were not dictated exclusively by business exi-
gencies; however, since in the course of one of them he made the
acquaintance of Mr. Gladstone, on that occasion at least neither the
time nor the fare could be said to have been wasted. His sardonic
uncle observed the course of events in silence, and when in Novem-
ber 1890 Alfred Spender became definitely engaged to Mary
Rawlinson (evoking a characteristic letter of congratulation from
R.L.S. and another from Andrew Lang), and thereupon proceeded
to expatiate on the importance of*his spending the autumn in
London in order to follow Parliament on the spot. Uncle William
rejoined that his nephew might certainly come to London if he
chose, but not as editor of the Eastern Morning Netvs. He did choose,
and in March 1891 found himself once more unemployed, and once
more in residence at Toynbee Hall, where the whole chain of cir-
cumstance had begun. Bamett, of course, was still there, and one of
the constituents of Barnett's greatness was his capacity to give any
man faith in himself and faith in his future. Thus stimulated,
Spender started free-lancing again. At the same time he produced his
first book, a volume on Old Age Pensions, commissioned by a
publisher some sixteen years before that humane and politic social
reform became a reality. Toynbee was an admirable laboratory
for social study, and it would seem that John Morley, who had given
Spender sound if neglected advice about his journalism six years
before, had seen something of the book in its early stages. But
relations between the old journalist and the young, who were to
be so intimate in later days, was still formal, as Morley's letter
acknowledging receipt of the book shows. As a tribute from a
weighty and discerning critic to Spender's first piece of extended
work it deserves full quotation here..

My dear Sir,

I am extremely glad to receive your volume on Old Age
Pensions. "What I saw of its contents in an earlier stage convinced
me that no more useful contribution to this intricate and im-

sight of you, pierced with the sense of my unfitness.   He is more wise and
manly.9*

"When Mr. S. is very rich he must hring you round the world and let you
see our new home, and see the old gentleman and the old lady. I mean to Eve
quite a long time yet, and my wife must do the same, or else I couldn't manage
it; so you will have plenty of time."
But they had not plenty of time.  In less than four years R.L.S. was dead,
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